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In a recent in-
terview, we 
asked Craig 
some basic in-
formation along 
with some inter-
esting tidbits 
about his back-
ground in orni-
thology and 

what he hopes to accomplish as the FWC 
Scrub-Jay Conservation Coordinator. 

Originally from Ohio, Craig earned his 
Bachelors degree in biology at Wittenberg 
University in Springfield, Ohio.  He then 
took an internship  at the Centre for Wild-
life Management Studies, School for Field 
Studies, Kenya, Africa where he super-
vised university students in conjunction 
with faculty on five directed research pro-
jects, among other duties. 

Craig returned to the United States to do 
research at Archbold Biological Station 
and complete his Masters in Wildlife and 
Fisheries Science at Texas A&M Univer-
sity.  After earning his Masters degree, he 

spent several years as an environmental 
consultant with Ecology and Environ-
ment Inc. before returning to research 
with the FWC (working with the scrub-
jay) and at Utah State University, where he 
focused on rangeland management and 
small mammal communities.   

He candidly admits that his favorite bird is 
the Florida scrub-jay, although he also has 
a “soft spot for other corvids, woodpeck-
ers, Hawaiian honeycreepers, wrens, Man-
grove Cuckoos, Keas, Tuis, [etc…],” ac-
knowledging that his list would be very 
long indeed if he continued.   

In response to his newly appointed posi-
tion as the Scrub-Jay Conservation Coor-
dinator, he affirms his goal is to promote 
scrub-jay conservation by “facilitating ex-
change of information and ideas among 
stakeholders, and by helping people over-
come obstacles to management actions.”   

By increasing management efforts and 
awareness about the Florida scrub-jay and 
its habitat needs, we can all hope to be 
able to see more of Craig’s favorite avian 
species.   

Craig Faulhaber, named FWC Scrub-Jay 
Conservation Coordinator 

This is Your Newsletter! 
Southwest Florida Scrub Working 
Group members are encouraged to sub-
mit and solicit articles and photographs 
for the cache.  Our goal is to produce 
quarterly newsletters: Spring, Summer, 
Fall, and Winter.  Deadline for the 
Spring issue is February 28, 2009.   
Please submit articles and photographs 
to: David@questecology.com or 
Melanie@questecology.com   
(813.642.0799) 
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Remember, as with most commu-
nity outreach, several announce-
ments, press releases, and invitations 
may be necessary to get a response.  
Ms. Edmondson recounted a meet-
ing scheduled specifically to explain 
prescribed burning that resulted in 
attendance of only four of the 100 
people who were invited.  That was 
fewer than the number of staff at-
tending the meeting.   
 
Over the years, Ms. Edmondson has 
developed a working protocol for 
properties such as the Manasota 
Scrub Preserve and Lemon Bay Pre-
serve (officially now named South 
Venice Lemon Bay Preserve): 

1. Use e-mail and phone notifica-
tion lists for prescribed burning 
when possible.   

2. Use signage in the local area 
during the prescribed burn.  
This may reach more people 
than the notification lists.   

3. Offer nature walks (Fire: the 
good, the bad, the ugly) on sites 
using prescribed burning.  The 
clearer the public understand 
the need for prescribed fire, the 
more positive its reception.  
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Community Outreach & Prescribed Burns 

After the recent meeting of the 
SWFSWG, Nancy Edmondson, 
Sarasota County Ecologist, shared 
some valuable tips on public out-
reach with respect to prescribed 
burns. 
 
Garnering acceptance of prescribed 
fire on preserves surrounded by 
neighborhoods is definitely a chal-
lenge.  Not everyone accepts pre-
scribed burning as a necessary meas-
ure to provide optimal habitat for 
scrub species, but most appreciate 
prior notification of land manage-
ment activities, especially when they 
occur along or near their own prop-
erties.   

Contacting residents within a certain 
distance of a preserve may consist 
of a letter inviting them to an Open 
House where they could become 
familiar with the activities in-
tended for the property.  Alterna-
tively, a Notification List for pre-
scribed burns or other land manage-
ment activities, like roller chopping 
or fence construction, can be used 
to inform local residents of pre-
scheduled activities. 
 

Not all may be convinced that 
fire is a necessity for some of 
our landscapes, but getting the 
message out is key. 

 
Additionally, sending out press re-
leases in anticipation of prescribed 
burning will help notify the local 
public.  This can be seasonal or an-
nual, and is best as a site specific 
notification, so readers are aware if 
they see smoke during their travels.  
In the past, meetings were held with 
the Lemon Bay Coordinating Coun-
cil, which included representatives 
of 3 homeowner associations (over 
6,000 residents live around LBP) 
and various other "stake holders" 
for the 165-acre LBP, including: 
Public Works, Water Resources, 
Resource Protection (SJ HCP), and 
Resource Management. These meet-
ings, however, were discontinued 
after a few years because of poor 
public attendance and meeting re-
dundancy.   
 
Many counties have Departments of 
Neighborhood Relations who have 
a list of neighborhood and commu-
nity associations and their leaders.  
Most associations are happy to host 
a representative of the county at 
their regular meeting to address the 
membership on a variety of topics, 
including local environmental lands 
and their management.  Taking the 
time to get to know the community 
leaders can go a long way in dis-
seminating the good word about 
prescribed burns and land manage-
ment.   

Public Notice: 
Prescribed Burn 

XX/XX/20XX 
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February 5, 2009:  The SE Florida Scrub Working Group meeting is at the Vero Beach office of the USFWS. 

February 7, 2009:  The 9th Annual Scrub-Jay 5K Run and 1-Mile Fun Run/Walk is at Oscar Scherer State Park.         
Registration begins between 7:00am-7:50am, and the race starts at 8:00am. 

February 29, 2009:  Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Course in Sebring; see University of Florida IFAS extension for 
more information. 

March 1, 2009:  The Lemon Bay Conservancy is hosting a Scrub-Jay Jamboree from noon to 4:00pm to support land 
acquisition and stewardship efforts.  The event will be held at the Harbour Heights Civic Hall, 2530 Harbour Drive, 
Punta Gorda (east of I-75, exit 167). 

March 19, 2009:  Florida’s Certified Pile Burner Course in Milton; see University of Florida IFAS extension for more 
information. 

March 25-27, 2009:  Florida Chapter of The Wildlife Society Spring Meeting in Orlando.  See http://fltws.org/  for 
more details. 

Upcoming Conferences and Events 

Resources and Links 

“Lightning-season Burning: Friend or Foe of Breeding Birds”.  The booklet details some of the rationale and 
benefits of summer burning based on recent studies of breeding birds.   Available as a PDF at 
http://www.talltimbers.org/images/pubs/FireBreedingBirdsBooklet-small.pdf 
 
The 2008 Jay Watch annual report is now available at:  
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/florida/files/jay_watch_annual_report_2008_final.
pdf  
 
U of F School of Forest Resources and Conservation is launching the State’s first-ever program in Wildland Fire 
Science and Management!  See http://cals.ufl.edu/undergraduate and click on Courses in the left hand side bar 
for details.  
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SWFSWG—We’re on the Web 
http://share2.myfwc.com/

scrubjay/default.aspx.   
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  Notes from the Field 

How do Birds Stay Warm in Cold Weather? 
Lauren Deaner, AWB©  
 
Birds use both physical adaptations and behavior adjustments to keep warm when the 
weather is cold.  Just as you would stay inside (as much as possible) on cold and windy 
days, many birds will seek shelter in dense trees or thickets.  This shields them from 
the wind and helps them to stay warm.  Some birds will expose dark feathers to the 
sun to warm their body, absorbing as much heat from the sun as possible, while 
others tuck one foot at a time inside their feathers while perching. 
 
Despite their light weight, feathers provide substantial insulation to birds.  Although 
feathers cover an entire bird, they are not attached to the skin in a uniform dispersal.  

Bird feathers occur in tracts, separated by 
narrow patches of skin that are bare.  
Beneath the surface of each feathered tract 
are tiny muscles that connect the feathers, 
enabling the bird to adjust their position.  
While we often observe birds adjusting 
feathers for territorial or courtship displays, 
raising or lowering a crest for example, birds 
also adjust their feathers to regulate heat loss.  
When birds “fluff” their feathers, they are 
actually using muscles to increase the air 
trapped between their feathers and their skin.  
This creates an insulating layer of air that 
keeps them warmer in cold weather. 
 
Birds can also fluctuate their body 
temperature to conserve energy.  By 
lowering their body temperature just a few 
degrees during the night, birds don’t expend 

as much energy staying warm.  In addition, birds become acclimated to colder weather 
due to gradual season changes.  We have the luxury to manipulate our surroundings 
by turning on the heat or air conditioning in our houses.  Since birds live outside, they 
gradually become used to changing seasonal temperatures and are therefore not 
detrimentally affected by them.    


