
Bill Parken 

Ridge Rangers Coordinator/FWC 



• Volunteers helping 
to restore wildlife 
habitat on the Lake 
Wales Ridge and 
nearby areas. 
 

• TNC engagement 
program  -- 1990’s  -- 
now FWC 



A few pictures … 

 

Remove Barb Wire Fence 
Lake Kissimmee State Park Survey for Invasives 

TNC Disney Wilderness Preserve 



Has 8 – 12 participants. 

Is led by two professionals 

Is  “way out there” 

Probably see pristine habitat 

Involves a little misery 



1. How old is the Lake Wales Ridge? 

2. Be able to draw the Lake Wales Ridge on a map 

3. What are the unique habitats on the Lake 
Wales Ridge and nearby areas? 

4. Why is the Ridge special and unique?  

5. What watershed do you live in? 

6. Scrub habitat requires what natural 
process? 

7. What are the challenges for the LWR ecosystem? 

8. List a county, state, federal, and NGO the Ridge Rangers work with 

9. Why are invasive species a problem? 

10. Why is the Florida Scrub Jay the symbol for the Ridge Rangers? 

 

 



1. Have you heard of a native Florida habitat called "oak scrub"? 

2. Oak Scrub Habitat has …  

3. Have you ever shared with friends/neighbors/family members 
what oak scrub habitat looks like?  

4. Have you ever seen habitat that you believe would benefit from 
prescribed fire? 

5. Have you volunteered at a conservation or a 
natural area in Florida?  

6. What organizations have you volunteered with? 

7. How many times have you volunteered? 
8. Has volunteering in a natural area changed your views on 

prescribed fire? 

9. Has volunteering made it more likely that you would support 
restoration efforts for native Florida habitats? 

10. Would you like to add any final comments on how volunteering 
has changed your views about managing Florida's native 
habitats? 



209 
(Ridge Rangers) 

(People interested in the program) 

(Facebook, Twitter, Other Vol leaders) 





42, 20% 

167, 80% 

Have Not Volunteered 

Have Volunteered 

Of the 209 responses … 





 My adjacent lot plus many more. 

 Off  US 27 between Winter Haven and Avon Park  

 Leisure Lakes area 

 Off US 98 in Highlands county 

 Moses Creek Conservation Area and Matanzas State 
Forest 

 Walk-in-the-Water Tract of the Lake Wales Ridge State 
Forest 

 Golden Aster Park and Flatwoods Park 

 Lake Marion Creek Area 

 





Of the 159 people who told how often they volunteered… 

14 

17 

32 
96 

Once 

Two or three times 

Four to ten times 

Many, many times 







 Controlled burns are one of our strongest tools for environmental 
management. 

 I am a firm believer in controlled burns 

 My volunteer time didn't' focus on prescribed fires. Mostly canvassing and seed 
collection. 

 I am aware it is essential 

 Actually, it has reaffirmed my belief that prescribed burns are  beneficial to 
fire-dependent habitats. 

 I truly understand that prescribed fire is necessary. 

 Fire is a hard ecological process, hard to grasp but better if one sees it in 
the field. 

 Didn't know much about prescribed fire before becoming member of FL Trail 
Assoc years ago, but do see the benefits of prescribed fire. 

 Already am aware of the important role prescribed burns fill, and support 
them. 

 I now understand the benefits of burning 



 Environmental volunteer opportunities, especially for students, definitely help 
foster a sense of stewardship that will hopefully lead to a more environmentally 
literate society and electorate. 

 Invasive plants are a much bigger problem than I thought. 

 I used to think of "management" as interfering with nature, but now I know 
that animals of all sorts live in  very diverse and sometimes very specialized 
ecosystems. These ecosystems have to be managed/restored to remain 
"specialized" ecosystems otherwise animals, birds, insects and plants can't use 
them as habitat anymore.    Ecosystems change with relationships to 
weather/climate, fire, development, ranching, hydrology, pollution, etc. 
Without restoration, the environment would be homogenized into no diversity 
at all - especially with the invasive species and development.    I love knowing 
that although most of Florida is relatively flat, from a wildlife point of view, 
Florida is anything BUT flat! 

 Volunteering I learned about the real Florida and how vitally important it is to 
everyone living in Florida. I wish everyone could see what I have..they would 
love it too. 

 



 Seeing & engagement correlates to understanding. 

 Understanding leads to telling others 

 The more times they’re out there the better. 

Be sure to explain fire history of the work area 

 Cross membership/multi-site experience doesn’t hurt 
fire attitudes 

 

 



Hi Bill, 

Glad to take the survey.  

 I get to see the benefits of prescribed fire at Disney Wilderness Preserve. At the southern 

boundary, the property next to DWP has not been 
burned in a long time; whereas, the TNC crews are 
in there every three to five years.  This particular area is Pine flat 
woods on the border of some wetlands.  You could take your fish eye and get a great shot of the 

value of prescribed fire.  The fuel load is very low on the 
TNC side, but very heavy on the adjacent 
property.  The palmetto and other understory plants are thick with little to no grass or 
forbs.  The TNC side is open with many grasses and forbs growing between the much lower 
palmettos.  During the fall wildflower season, there are many blooms on the TNC side, but they 
are basically absent on the other.  Better browse for deer, nectar plants for the butterflies and 

less danger of a catastrophic fire.  At this 
point, a fire on the adjacent property 
probably would be hot enough to kill trees, 
even if the understory did not allow for the flames to reach the crowns. 

  
Kevin Kane 
Demand Planner 
Disney Theme Park Merchandise 
 



 



500 – 1,000 Hours 

100 – 499 Hours 

50 – 99 Hours 

5 – 49 Hours 

FWC Royce Ranch 

USFWS Flamingo Villas 

FWC Carter Creek 

Bok Tower Gardens 

FWC Lake Blue 

FWC Tenoroc 

FWC Sun Ray 

Nature Conservancy/Tiger Creek 

Lake Kissimmee SP 

FWC Crooked Lake 
FFS LWR State Forest 

FWC Hilochee/Osprey 

Avon Park Air Force Range 

Mackay Gardens 

Archbold Biological Station 

FWC Platt Branch 

Lake Louisa SP 

USFWS Lake McLeod 

FWC Lake Placid Scrub 

FWC Mtn Lake 

SWF WMD Jack Creek 

FWC Silver Lake 

Circle B Bar Preserve  

FWC Tubbs 

Highlands Hammock SP 



1. Ridge Rangers Organization is a gateway 
 Florida Trails Association 

 State Park, FFS, TNC, Bok Tower Etc volunteering 

2. The most effective recruiting method is 
1. Word of Mouth … Quality leads to Quality 

2. The Big Event 

3. Other organizations 

4. Internet/social media 

5. Festivals 

6. Speaking events 

 



















42, 20% 

167, 80% 

Have Not Volunteered 

Have Volunteered 

Of the 209 responses … 

14 

17 

32 
96 

Once 

Two or three times 

Four to ten times 

Many, many times 

 and 159 people noted how often volunteer 









55 responses to “Other” 




